A2 Asia China Tour

oV, Best Value

21 Days China Tour with Hong Kong

Trip overview

Journey across the vast and incredible landscapes of China on this comprehensive 21-day private
expedition, spanning ancient imperial capitals, the high-altitude wonders of Tibet, otherworldly karst
mountains, and rich ethnic minority heartlands before concluding in vibrant Hong Kong.

Begin your epic adventure in Xi'an before boarding the world-famous Qinghai-Tibet Railway across
the high plateau to Lhasa. Immerse yourself in Tibetan spirituality at the Potala Palace and
Jokhang Temple, cross high mountain passes past turquoise alpine lakes, and stand directly
before the awe-inspiring North Face of Mount Everest at Everest Base Camp.

Transition to the lush Sichuan Basin in Chengdu, then travel into the fantasy world of Zhangjiajie,
where towering sandstone pillars inspired the floating mountains of Avatar. Journey onward
through historic waterfall settlements and ancient river towns like Furong Town and Fenghuang,
before venturing deep into Guizhou's ethnic heartlands—uvisiting traditional Miao and Dong villages
in Kaili and Zhaoxing. Conclude your multi-week cross-country journey via seamless high-speed
rail into the sparkling global metropolis of Hong Kong.

e Durations: 21 Days
e Destinations: Tibet - Chengdu - Zhangjiajie - Fenghuang - Kaili - Hong Kong

e Tour inquiry: https://asiachinatour.com/21-days-china-tour-with-hong-kong/

Itinerary

Day 1: Arrival in Xi‘an — Evening Welcome & Hotel Check-in

Arrive at Xi'an Xianyang International Airport (XIY). Your private local guide and professional
driver will meet you in the arrival hall holding a personalized name sign. Board your private
climate-controlled vehicle for a smooth transfer to your hotel in central Xi‘an. Assist with check-in
procedures and spend the remainder of the evening relaxing and recovering from your
international travel.

Meals: On your own

Accommodation: Xi'an Jingkai Express Holiday Inn


https://asiachinatour.com/21-days-china-tour-with-hong-kong/

Expert Arrival Insights:

Evening arrival in Xi'an is designed to allow a restful night before starting active sightseeing. Your
hotel in the Jingkai district offers a comfortable, quiet environment with easy access to major
transportation hubs, ensuring a seamless start to tomorrow's journey westward.

Day 2: Xi'an to Xining — Ta'er Monastery, Tibetan Medical Culture Museum &
Night Train to Lhasa

After breakfast, transfer to Xi'an North Railway Station to board a morning high-speed train
across the Hexi Corridor threshold to Xining (2,260m), the gateway to the Tibetan Plateau. Upon
arrival, meet your local guide and drive to Ta'er Monastery (Kumbum Monastery), one of the six
great monasteries of the Gelugpa order and the birthplace of Tsongkhapa. Explore its gilded
assembly halls, exquisite butter sculptures, detailed murals, and hand-woven applique thangkas.

Next, visit the Qinghai Tibetan Medical Culture Museum, housing the world's longest Tibetan
thangka scroll (618 meters) along with ancient medical texts and anatomical charts. In the
evening, transfer to Xining Railway Station to board the legendary overnight Qinghai-Tibet
Express Train bound for Lhasa.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Onboard Overnight Qinghai-Tibet Train

Expert Transit Insights:

The Xining-to-Lhasa rail leg covers 1,972 kilometers over the highest railway on Earth.The train
cars are pressurized and equipped with dual oxygen-enrichment systems. Keep warm layers
handy as temperatures drop when crossing the 5,072-meter Tanggula Pass overnight.

Day 3: Arrival in Lhasa — High-Altitude Welcome & Rest

Take in magnificent morning window views of snow-capped peaks, alpine lakes, and grazing yaks
as your train crosses Northern Tibet's Qiangtang Grassland. Upon arrival at Lhasa Railway
Station (3,650m) in the afternoon, board your private vehicle for a comfortable drive across the
Lhasa River Bridge to your hotel. Settle into your room and dedicate the rest of the day entirely
to quiet rest and acclimatization.

Meals: On your own
Accommodation: Lhasa Shusheng Guicang Manor Hotel

Expert Acclimatization Insights:

Altitude adjustment is crucial on Day 3. Avoid physical overexertion, alcohol, smoking, or hot
showers/baths, which can dilate blood vessels and exacerbate headache symptoms. Sip warm
water continuously, eat light meals, and rest flat in bed to let your body generate red blood cells
naturally for the higher altitudes ahead.

Day 4: Sacred Lhasa — Jokhang Temple, Barkhor Circuit & Sera Monk
Debates



Begin your morning at the 7th-century Jokhang Temple, the spiritual heart of Tibetan Buddhism.
Stand before the sacred, gold-adorned Jowo Rinpoche statue (12-year-old Sakyamuni Buddha)
surrounded by flickering butter lamps and centuries of devotional incense. Step outside onto
Barkhor Street, the ancient pilgrimage circuit encircling the temple. Walk clockwise alongside
Tibetan pilgrims spinning prayer wheels, browsing artisan stalls selling thangkas, turquoise
jewelry, and singing bowils.

In the afternoon, visit Sera Monastery, established in 1419. Walk into its famous shaded
courtyard between 15:00 and 17:00 to witness the lively, energetic Monk Debates, where young
Buddhist scholars practice philosophical discourse using animated hand claps, foot stomps, and
ritualized body language.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Lhasa Shusheng Guicang Manor Hotel

Expert Photography Insights:

Photography is permitted in the outer courtyards of Jokhang Temple and Sera Monastery, but is
strictly prohibited inside the interior shrine chapels containing sacred statues. When
photographing pilgrims on Barkhor Street, always maintain a respectful distance and ask for
permission.

Day 5: Majestic Lhasa — Potala Palace & Drepung Monastery

Ascend the stone staircases of the iconic Potala Palace (3,700m), the 13-story winter residence
of successive Dalai Lamas perched atop Red Hill. Walk through intricate state apartments,
meditation quarters, jewel-encrusted burial stupas of past Dalai Lamas, and open roofs offering
panoramic views over the Lhasa Valley.

In the afternoon, travel to Drepung Monastery, nestled against the foot of Gambo Utse
Mountain. Once the largest monastery in the world housing over 10,000 monks, explore its grand
assembly halls, historic monastic colleges (Dratsangs), and vast courtyard kitchens where giant
tea cauldrons are preserved.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Lhasa Shusheng Guicang Manor Hotel

Expert Sightseeing Insights:

To protect the wooden structures, visits inside the main structure of the Potala Palace are strictly
limited to 60 minutes per group. You will climb over 300 outdoor stone steps to reach the
entrance; pace your breathing evenly, take short breaks at staircase landings, and avoid rushing.

Day 6: Lhasa to Shigatse — Kamba-la Pass, Yamdrok Lake, Karola Glacier &
Gyantse

Depart Lhasa on a scenic mountain drive, ascending winding switchbacks to Kamba-la Pass
(4,700m) for sweeping views of Yamdrok Lake, a sacred scorpion-shaped alpine lake with vibrant
turquoise waters framed by Mount Nojin Kangtsang (7,191m). Drive along the lakeshore before
continuing upward to the foot of the Karola Glacier, where dramatic ice falls spill down toward the
highway from over 5,500 meters.



Cross Simi La Pass into the historic town of Gyantse (3,950m). Tour Pelkor Monastery and its
architectural centerpiece, the Kumbum Stupa (100-Thousand-Buddha Pagoda), featuring nine
tiers and 77 chapel shrines adorned with 15th-century frescoes. In the late afternoon, complete
the drive across the fertile agricultural plains of the Nyang River Valley to Shigatse (3,880m).

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Shigatse Yongzepan International Hotel or Similar

Expert High-Pass Insights:

Today involves crossing mountain passes above 4,700 meters where winds can be intense and
temperatures drop rapidly. Keep windproof outer jackets, sunglasses, and high-SPF lip balm
easily accessible in your daypack.

Day 7: Shigatse to Everest Base Camp — High Himalayan Passes & Sunset
over Everest

Depart Shigatse along the Friendship Highway, journeying deep into the High Himalayas.
Ascend Gyatsola Pass (5,248m), surrounded by fluttering prayer flags, before turning south near
Shegar toward Gawu La Pass (5,210m). From the viewing platform, take in a breathtaking,
uninterrupted panorama of five 8,000-meter peaks: Mount Everest (8,848.86m), Lhotse
(8,516m), Makalu (8,463m), Cho Oyu (8,201m), and Shishapangma (8,027m).

Descend through the winding valleys to Rongbuk Monastery (5,000m), the highest monastery on
Earth. Arrive at Everest Base Camp late in the afternoon in time to watch the setting sun cast a
brilliant golden glow across the sheer North Face of Mount Everest.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Everest Base Camp Guesthouse (Multi-bed Dormitory)

Expert Summit Insights:

Nighttime temperatures at Everest Base Camp frequently drop below freezing. Facilities are
basic, and sleeping quarters consist of shared nomadic yak-wool tents or local lodges with
communal heating stoves. Bring thermal underwear, a thick down jacket, hot water flasks, and
portable battery power banks (cold weather drains battery power rapidly).

Day 8: Everest Sunrise & Return Drive to Shigatse

Step outside early to withess an unforgettable sunrise as the first rays of morning light strike the
snow-capped summit pyramid of Mount Everest. Enjoy quiet time around Rongbuk Monastery,
taking photos of prayer flags framed against the mountain silhouette and observing the morning
routines of local resident monks and nuns.

Board your private vehicle to begin the scenic return drive along the Himalayan switchbacks.
Traverse vast high-altitude mountain valleys and nomadic grazing pastures, stopping for scenic
photos along the Pumqu River Valley before arriving back in Shigatse by late afternoon.

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: Shigatse Yongzepan International Hotel or Similar



Expert Recovery Insights:

Returning from 5,000 meters at Everest Base Camp to Shigatse (3,880m) increases ambient
oxygen concentration significantly. Take advantage of the hot shower and comfortable hotel
bedding in Shigatse to fully recharge.

Day 9: Shigatse to Lhasa — Tashilhunpo Monastery & Scenic Rail Return

Spend your morning in Shigatse touring the grand Tashilhunpo Monastery, founded in 1447 by
the First Dalai Lama and the traditional seat of the Panchen Lama. Walk through paved cobble
walkways beneath golden roofs to view the 26-meter-high, jewel-adorned gilded bronze statue of
Maitreya (Future Buddha) and the grand tombs of past Panchen Lamas.

In the afternoon, transfer to Shigatse Railway Station to board a comfortable high-speed train
running parallel to the Yarlung Tsangpo River Canyon back to Lhasa. Upon arrival, transfer to
your hotel and enjoy a relaxing evening in the city.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Lhasa Shusheng Guicang Manor Hotel

Expert Transit Insights:
The train ride between Shigatse and Lhasa takes just 2.5 hours compared to 5-6 hours by road,
offering a smooth, scenic journey that bypasses mountain driving fatigue.

Day 10: Lhasa to Chengdu — Flight to Sichuan & Urban Cultural Stroll

Transfer to Lhasa Gonggar Airport (LXA) for your morning flight to Chengdu (TFU/CTU). As
your aircraft descends from the high Tibetan Plateau into the lush Sichuan Basin, enjoy dramatic
views of snow-capped Himalayan ranges giving way to green river valleys.

Upon arrival in Chengdu, meet your local guide and transfer to your downtown hotel. Spend the
late afternoon enjoying Chengdu's relaxed lifestyle—stroll through Kuanzhai Alley (Wide and
Narrow Alleys) or Jinli Ancient Street, observe local teahouse culture, and savor authentic, non-
spicy or mildly spiced Sichuan cuisine for dinner.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Chengdu Oriental Plaza Holiday Inn

Expert Altitude Transition Insights:

Dropping from 3,650 meters in Lhasa to 500 meters in Chengdu provides an instant oxygen
surge, leaving you feeling energized. Drink plenty of water to adjust smoothly to the higher
humidity of the Sichuan Basin.

Day 11: Chengdu to Zhangjiajie — High-Speed Train & Grand Canyon Glass
Bridge

Board a morning high-speed train from Chengdu across the mountains into Hunan Province,
arriving at Zhangjiajie. Meet your local guide and transfer directly to the Zhangjiajie Grand
Canyon.



Walk across the world-famous Zhangjiajie Glass Bridge, a marvel of engineering suspended
300 meters above the canyon floor between two sheer cliffs. Enjoy panoramic views straight down
into the lush green gorge below. For added excitement, experience the high-altitude zipline or
scenic glass slide down toward the valley floor before transferring to your hotel in the Wulingyuan
scenic district.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Zhangjiajie Qinghe Jinjiang International Hotel or Similar

Expert Canyon Insights:

Personal belongings on the Glass Bridge are restricted to protect the glass floor: camera tripods,
metal objects, and hard tumblers are not permitted on the bridge deck. Soft shoe covers (provided
on-site) must be worn over your footwear.

Day 12: Zhangjiajie National Park — Yuanjiajie Avatar Mountains, Tianzi
Mountain & Ten-Mile Gallery

Enter Wulingyuan National Forest Park and ride the glass-walled Bailong Elevator—the
world's tallest outdoor elevator—ascending 326 meters up a sheer cliff face in under 90 seconds.
Arrive at Yuanjiajie, the inspiration for the floating "Hallelujah Mountains" in Avatar. Walk along
cliffside plank trails to view First Bridge Under Heaven and towering sandstone pillars rising from
mist-shrouded chasms.

Take a park shuttle to Tianzi Mountain to view thousands of needle-like peak forests from
lookouts such as Imperial Writing Brush Peak. Descend via the Tianzi Mountain Cableway and
conclude your afternoon with a peaceful electric tram ride along the Ten-Mile Gallery, admiring
rock formations shaped like ancient herbs gatherers and finger peaks.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Zhangjiajie Qinghe Jinjiang International Hotel or Similar

Expert Park Insights:

Wulingyuan involves extensive stair climbing and walking along designated mountain pathways.
Start early in the morning to beat tour group traffic at the Bailong Elevator and capture peak mist
views across the stone pillars.

Day 13: Zhangjiajie — Huangshizhai Mountain Summit & Golden Whip Stream
Trail

Take the cable car up to Huangshizhai (Yellow Stone Village), the largest elevated viewing
platform in Zhangjiajie National Forest Park. Walk the 3-kilometer summit loop trail to view
geological wonders including Star Gathering Rock, Five Finger Peak, and vast amphitheaters of
sandstone monoliths.

In the afternoon, descend to ground level for a flat, shaded walk along the pristine Golden Whip
Stream (Jinbianxi). Walk along the paved riverside trail beneath towering 400-meter cliffs,
listening to streaming water, viewing wild macaque monkeys in the canopy, and enjoying the
fresh, oxygen-rich forest air.

Meals: Breakfast



Accommodation: Zhangjiajie Qinghe Jinjiang International Hotel or Similar

Expert Wildlife Insights:

The wild macaques along Golden Whip Stream are uninhibited around human visitors. Keep
plastic bags and food items stored inside your backpack rather than holding them in your hands to
avoid attracting inquisitive monkeys.

Day 14: Zhangjiajie Tianmen Mountain Skywalks & Drive to Furong Ancient
Town

Board the Tianmen Mountain Cableway from downtown Zhangjiajie—one of the world's longest
passenger cableways (7.5 km)—ascending over karst peaks to the summit of Tianmen Mountain
(1,518m). Walk along daring cliffside plank paths and transparent Glass Skywalks attached to
sheer vertical rock faces. Descend inside the mountain via underground escalators to Tianmen
Cave (Heaven's Gate), a massive natural water-eroded karst archway, and descend the grand
999-step outdoor staircase.

In the late afternoon, drive southward through mountain tunnels to Furong Ancient Town (
Wangcun), an ancient Tujia minority settlement perched directly over cascading waterfalls. Check
into your riverside hotel and enjoy an evening walk as lantern lights illuminate the cascading
waterfalls and traditional stilt houses (Diaojiaolou).

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Furong Town Jinjiang Resort Hotel or Similar

Expert Photo Insights:

Furong Town offers spectacular night photography. The best vantage points for photographing
the lit waterfall and wooden stilt architecture are from the viewing walkways on the opposite cliff
face or near the ancient river ferry dock.

Day 15: Furong Town Waterfall Walk & Drive to Fenghuang Ancient City

Spend a tranquil morning walking through Furong Ancient Town. Cross the stone bridge behind
the waterfall canopy, explore thousand-year-old flagstone alleys lined with Tujia handicraft shops,
and visit the historic Xizhou Copper Column museum.

In the afternoon, board your private vehicle for a scenic drive into western Hunan's Xiangxi
Autonomous Prefecture, arriving at Fenghuang Ancient City (Phoenix Ancient Town). Settle into
your hotel along the Tuojiang River. Spend the evening strolling along stone-paved lanes,
crossing the historic Rainbow Bridge (Honggiao), and enjoying the vibrant night scenes reflected
across the water.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Fenghuang Shulv Lianhua Molan Zen Hotel or Similar

Expert Town Insights:
Fenghuang is best explored on foot. Wear comfortable flat walking shoes, as the ancient town
streets consist of uneven slate flagstones and stone step bridges crossing the river.



Day 16: Fenghuang Morning Stroll & Drive to Kaili (Guizhou Ethnic
Heartlands)

Wake early to experience Fenghuang Ancient City at its most peaceful before day visitors arrive.
Capture morning mist rising off the Tuojiang River, observe wooden river skiffs gliding past
traditional Tujia and Miao stilt houses, and visit the ancestral home of acclaimed Chinese writer
Shen Congwen.

In the afternoon, embark on an overland drive crossing from Hunan into neighboring Guizhou
Province. Traverse karst mountain highways into Kaili, the official cultural capital of the
Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture. Check into your hotel and enjoy a local
dinner introducing Guizhou's famous sour soup fish or mild mountain herbal dishes.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Kaili Wyndham Hotel or Similar

Expert Cultural Insights:

Guizhou is home to China's richest diversity of ethnic minority communities. Kaili serves as an
ideal base for accessing remote Miao and Dong villages that maintain centuries-old oral traditions,
unique textile arts, and timber architecture.

Day 17: Kaili Minorities — Langde Miao Village, Ancient Papermaking &
Qingman Miao Village

Drive south from Kaili to Langde Upper Miao Village, nestled along a clear mountain stream and
surrounded by terraced hillsides. Experience traditional Miao hospitality, including the famous "12
Block-the-Way" welcome rice wine customs, traditional wooden silver-horn dances in the central
cobblestone plaza, and wooden stilt home architecture.

Continue to Shiqgiao Village, famous for preserving a 1,400-year-old papermaking technique
using the bark of mulberry trees and mountain spring water—a UNESCO-recognized intangible
cultural heritage. Watch master artisans pressing real dried flowers and leaves into handmade
paper sheets. Conclude your day exploring the unhurried countryside surroundings of
Qingman Miao Village before returning to Kaili.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Kaili Wyndham Hotel or Similar

Expert Heritage Insights:

Langde Miao Village offers a far more authentic and intimate alternative to larger tourist villages.
The handmade paper produced in Shigiao makes a beautiful, lightweight, and culturally authentic
souvenir to take home.

Day 18: Kaili to Zhaoxing — Dong Drum Towers & Tang'an Terrace Trek

Travel south through Guizhou's green mountain valleys to Zhaoxing Dong Village, one of the
largest Dong settlements in China, famous for its five distinct clan Drum Towers and carved
wooden Wind-and-Rain Bridges spanning mountain streams.



In the afternoon, drive up winding mountain roads to Tang'an Dong Village, perched high on a
ridge overlooking valley rice paddies. Take a scenic downhill walk through the Tang'an Rice
Terraces, descending along ancient stone path steps through cascading fields, mountain springs,
and quiet farm hamlets back down into Zhaoxing.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Zhaoxing Xiage Homestay or Similar

Expert Village Insights:

The wooden Drum Towers in Zhaoxing were constructed without blueprints or metal nails, relying
entirely on mortise-and-tenon carpentry. Each tower serves as a social gathering spot where
village elders gather around open hearths in the evening.

Day 19: Deep Minority Culture — Basha Gun-Splicing Miao & Huanggang
Dong Grand Choir

Excursion to Basha Miao Village, recognized as China's last legally armed gun-tending tribe.
Observe Basha men wearing traditional indigo-dyed clothing and topknot hairstyles, and witness
traditional cultural demonstrations including ceremonial gun firing salutes and unique sickle hair-
shaving rituals.

Continue deep into the quiet hills to Huanggang Dong Village, a pristine, off-the-beaten-track
village famous for its unique elevated wooden grain barns built over water ponds (to protect
harvests from fire and pests). If local singers are present, listen to the haunting harmonies of the
Dong Grand Choir (Grand Song of the Dong People), an unassisted polyphonic vocal tradition
passed down without musical notation.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: Zhaoxing Xiage Homestay or Similar

Expert Music Insights:

The Dong Grand Choir is a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage practice imitating natural
sounds—such as mountain streams, cicadas, and bird calls—through multi-part vocal harmonies
without any instrumental accompaniment.

Day 20: Zhaoxing to High-Speed Rail Connection via Guilin to Hong Kong

Bid farewell to rural Guizhou this morning and transfer to nearby Congjiang Railway Station.
Board a modern bullet train running through the karst peaks of Guangxi via Guilin West directly
onto the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong High-Speed Express Rail Link to Hong Kong
West Kowloon Station.

Upon arrival at West Kowloon Station, clear unified immigration/customs in the mainland/HK co-
location facility and transfer to your hotel in central Hong Kong. Spend your first evening exploring
vibrant urban districts like Tsim Sha Tsui or taking a harbor view stroll along the Avenue of Stars.

Meals: Breakfast

Accommodation: The Cityview Hong Kong or Similar



Expert Transit Insights:

The high-speed train connection from Guilin/Congjiang directly into Hong Kong West Kowloon
offers an effortless transition from rural mountain minority lands into a world-class global
metropolis in under 4 hours.

Day 21: Hong Kong Heritage & Victoria Peak — Final Farewell

Spend your final day exploring the rich contrast of heritage and modernity in Hong Kong. Wander
through Sheung Wan along Hollywood Road and Cat Street, visiting the historic 1847 Man Mo
Temple, filled with giant hanging incense coils and brass altars dedicated to the gods of literature
and martial arts.

In the afternoon, ride the iconic Peak Tram funicular railway up to Victoria Peak (552m). Step
onto the Sky Terrace viewing platform for unforgettable panoramic vistas across Victoria
Harbour, Kowloon Peninsula, and the famous skyscraper skyline. Conclude your epic 21-day
journey across China with a memorable farewell dinner before your onward airport transfer.

Meals: Breakfast
Accommodation: The Cityview Hong Kong or Similar

Expert Finale Insights:

For your departure from Hong Kong International Airport (HKG), the Airport Express train from
Kowloon Station or Central Station takes just 22—24 minutes, offering complimentary airline
check-in services at select stations for maximum convenience.

Booking Policy

Cancellation Policy
Cancellation by Customer

e Cancellation received before 60 days: FREE of charge

Cancellation received from 30 days to 59 days prior arrival date: 20% of total rate

Cancellation received from 15 days to 29 days prior arrival date: 40% of total rate

Cancellation received from 7 days to 14 days prior arrival date: 70% of total rate

Cancellation received less than 7 days prior arrival date or No show: 100% of total rate

Children Policy
The rate for children applicable for one child sharing a twin or double cabin with two adults.

e For infant (<04 years old): Free of Charge

e 04 - 11 years old without bed: 50% adult rate



e 04 - 11 years old with extra bed: 75% adult rate

e Above 11 years old with extra bed: 100% adult rate

Tel:

Bejing: +86 904-6699-222
Chengdu: +86 904-6699-234
Lhasa: +86 904-6699-253
Cambodia: +84 904-6699-555

Address:
Address 1: Floor 4, Global Center, Chengdu, Sichuan, China

Address 2: Chaoyang Road No.21, Guilin, Guangxi, China

Email:

info@asiachinatour.com

Website:

www.asiachinatour.com



